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Dear fellow academicians, 
dear colleagues, dear friends,

Ulrich Kunz and Uwe Max Mauer have organized a 
wonderful congress in Ulm. The scientific program of 
our 19th EMN Meeting included various lectures on car 
saftey systems in civil and military vehicles, pre-hospi-
tal medical care: military versus civilian systems, neuro 
rehabilitation, robotics and outcome, spinal trauma and 
advances in spine rehabilitation, military and civilian ex-
periences in traumatic brain injuries, peripheral nerve 
lesions, neuro intensive care and experimental studies.

It was a special highlight that our Annual Congress of 
EMN was held in cooperation with the 1st WFNS Com-
mittee Meeting of Military Neurosurgeons. Colleagues 
of different European military forces participated in our 
congress with interesting lectures and furthermore they 
chaired our sessions.

www.emn-net.eu/
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!
!
Ladies and gentlemen,!

Esteemed colleagues,!

!
It is a pleasure for me to address you today in my capacity of Surgeon 
General of the Bundeswehr.!

For more than 20 years, the Bundeswehr Medical Service has been participating in special 
Bundeswehr missions abroad. Especially the mission in Afghanistan has significantly enhanced 
the profile of intratheatre surgery. Owing to the explosive attacks and the combat injuries caused 
by projectiles our soldiers experienced, we have gained specific knowledge on all variants of 
combined thermo-mechanical injuries and damage control surgery and, thus, in the field of 
neurosurgery. !

Therefore, it has been logical - to strengthen neurosurgical operational capability - to set up 
neurosurgical departments in all Bundeswehr hospitals.!

Therefore, I am extremely pleased that you are making use of the established EMN platform to 
give a fixed framework to a scientific exchange in the field of military medical neurosurgery, too. 
The excellent personnel and material cooperation with our French comrades can serve as an 
example as to which advantages an intensive exchange and multinational cooperation in this 
sector can entail. !

In increasingly multinational medical task forces we must be sure that our specialists admittedly 
are of different origin but fully work together on a common functional level due to their close 
coordination and exercise in advance – just like the emergency surgeon in the field can always 
rely on a good interdisciplinary cooperation with the neurosurgeon.!

Let us adhere to this collegial cooperation in the interest of our wounded comrades and intensify 
it on this occasion.!

I wish you an interesting and insightful congress. !

!
Your!

!
!
Dr. Ingo Patschke!
Lieutenant General, Medical Corps!



Dr. James Ecklund
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the excellent organiza-
tion of this congress was  
successful due to the outra-
geous cooperation between 
the executive Board of emn 
and the team of the local or-
ganization committee, espe-
cially dr. Freude and dr. mat-
thieu.

another highlight was dr. 
James ecklund, m.d., Fairfax 
(usa), introduced by ulrich 
Kunz, having held the Klaus-
von-wild lecture: „traumatic 
brain injury in military opera-
tions: the u.s. experience“ 

some impressions of the 19th EMN Meeting in Ulm
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Stefan Florian Verena 
Klammroth-Marganska

Virendra Deo Sinha

in addition, Prof. virendra Deo sinha from Jaipur, 
india, was nominated corresponding member. He is 
the designated president of the indian society of neu-
rotrauma.

We have the pleasure to announce that Professor 
stefan Florian was elected as our next emn pres-
ident, Professor Ulrich Kunz as general secretary 
and Dr. verena Klammroth-Marganska as secre-
tary. Professor wolf-Ingo steudel was elected as 
Honorary president.

results of the members meeting:

Within the congress we had the pleasure 
to welcome the following five new members:

Dr. Yorck-bernhard Kalke
spine surgeon and rehab physician, ulm, germany 

Dr. rené Matthieu
neurosurgeon, ulm, germany

Prof. Dr. Uwe Max Mauer
neurosurgeon, ulm, germany

Prof. Dr. Tobias Pitzen
neurosurgeon, Karlsbad, germany 

Prof. Dr. Peter winkler
neurosurgeon, salzburg, austria

Peter Winkler

Uwe Max MauerTobias Pitzen Yorck-Bernhard Kalke

René Matthieu

Furthermore, we would like to invite all EMN members to participate in our 20th Annual 
EMN Congress. This meeting will be expected from May 28-30, 2015 in Zagreb, Croatia. 
The Congress President will be Professor rotim. The first announcement will be sent by 
the end of this year.

Best wishes

Wolf-ingo steudel 
president  


